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1. DESCRIPTION 

The EU supports the EU candidates in the Western Balkans with significant investments via 
WBIF, bilateral IPA, and provides access to the EU programmes (hereinafter – the ‘Union 
programmes’). The support through the Union programmes shall facilitate the integration of 
the IPA beneficiaries into the EU. The Union programmes cover a wide range of policies, 
including environmental protection. Participation in the Union programmes provides IPA 
beneficiaries with the opportunity to gain experience, know-how for accelerating the sector 
reforms and EU accession.  

As a part of WP 4-1, the following questions were explored by the EU4Green Outcome 4, 
focusing on Green Finance: 

• Which EU programmes /instruments are available in the WB6; 

• How to increase utilization under the existing funding programmes /instruments; 

• How to engage more financial institutions and applicants; 

• What is the awareness level about the financing opportunities available for 

implementation of the GAWB and how to enhance it. 

The methodology employed: 

• Desk research and analysis of the publicly available information; 

• Interviews with green finance technical coordinators in WB6, NIPACs and EUDs; 

• Meetings with other relevant stakeholders. 

Purpose of the overview:  

(1) To share this analysis with the green finance coordinators, NIPAC offices and EUDs in 

the WB6 (based on feedback received, this overview was adjusted respectively);  

(2) To use it in the course of developing the EU funding programmes webinar 

implemented in EU4Green, aimed at raising awareness of the wider audience (both 

public and private sector) on the financial support from the EU with focus on 

financing the environmental measures;  

(3) This overview can be used by the beneficiaries as a guidance for informing and 

raising awareness on the upcoming MFF programmes (2028-2034) as 

recommendations and observations are relevant not only for the MFF 2021-2027 

cycle – best practice examples are included in the overview. 
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2. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

2.1.  Overview of EU programmes available in the Western Balkans 

The EU has made EU programmes available to the WB6 upon payment of the respective 
entry tickets. IPA funds can be used for contribution to the entry ticket payments. The NIPAC 
offices are the responsible counterparties in the region for the EU programmes. Each 
programme has its responsible institution and a designated contact person to support the 
applicants in the economy.   

The objective of making EU programmes available to the WB6 is to prepare the Western 
Balkan economies for full membership upon accession, ensuring a closer integration with the 
EU, accelerating integration and ‘phasing in’ as part of the accession process. 

As a result of the desk-research and interviews with NIPAC offices in WB6, the following 
table, summarizing the Union programmes, which are made available to the Western 
Balkans according to the public sources, was composed: 

Table 1: EU programmes in WB6

   
Source: Umweltbundesamt GmbH (Environment Agency Austria) research and analysis, October 2024, updated July 2025 

• The Union programmes relevant for environmental projects are marked green. 

• Yellow color marks the programmes, which are available in an economy at the date of 

this document (reckoning on the comments to this document from the WB6); however, 

publicly available information is lacking.   
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• Several columns per economy represent different public sources of information as 

described in the Annex 1 and 2. 

Detailed information on the sources analyzed is provided in the Annex 1. 

2.2. Observations and recommendations 
2.2.1. Albania 

According to the Annex 5 ALB has access to nine 
EU funding programmes. The Beneficiary Report 
mentions ten programmes. The WeBalkans.eu 
portal displays eight of those programmes. 
Additionally IPA and IPARD are mentioned. 
Albania has recently joined CERV and Digital 
Europe programmes; however, this information is 
not found on official websites. 

Searching for official public resource with 
information on eligibility and availability of EU 
funding programmes in the economy led to a 
map1 with EU projects, implemented in ALB. 
Albeit the website provides comprehensive 
information on the specifics of the projects 
financed by the EU and visualizes the projects 
allocation in the economy, the general overview 
of the EU funding programmes is currently 
lacking. From this local website it is not clear how 

many EU programmes exist and which of them are available in the economy, for which 
purposes they can be utilized, and how to access them.  

Recommendation: to develop a user-friendly information platform with all relevant 

information on EU funding programmes for ALB (see an example of BIH brochure). 

2.2.2. Bosnia and Herzegovina 

According to the Annex 5 and the Beneficiary Report, BIH has access to eight EU funding 
programmes. The WeBalkans.eu portal displays eight programmes (one programme is 
neither on the list from the Annex 5 nor the Beneficiary Report) and IPA.  

The BIH has located the information about EU funding programmes at the Directorate for 
European Integration website2. The local website refers to twelve EU programmes available 
in BIH (several EU programmes have been added in 2024). In a well-structured manner the 
website provides the summary of the purpose of the EU programmes, the process of joining 
the programmes, accessing the funding, and listing the EU programmes in which BIH 

 

1 https://www.euprojects.al/, accessed in July 2025 
2 DEI | The EU Programmes, accessed in October 2024 

https://www.euprojects.al/
https://www.dei.gov.ba/en/programi-eu
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participated in 2014-2020 as well as the current period of 2021-2027. Furthermore, the 
website lists the responsible public institutions and useful references for more detailed 
information on the programmes from the EC as well as relevant local links.  

With the support of GIZ, the Directorate for 
European Integration has published a brochure 
with information on EU programmes 2021-
20273, which is accessible at the website and 
page, described above. The brochure proves 
comprehensive information on EU funding 
programmes in general, their objectives, all EU 
funding programmes and those which are 
made available for the EU candidates (see also 
section 2.4 below), a historical overview of the 
relationship of BIH and EU in respect of 
financing. The brochure lists more EU 
programmes available in the economy. This 
brochure serves as a guidance for possible 
applicants to the relevant EU funding 
programmes, which are described in detail in 
the brochure, having indicated the respective 
local contacts, as well as providing mapping for 
the target applicants.  

Recommendation: Upon adoption of the MFF 2028-2034 update brochure. 

2.2.3. Kosovo* 

According to the Annex 5, XKX has access to six 
EU funding programmes. The Beneficiary Report 
lists nine EU programmes as available for the 
economy (one programme is not on the list from 
the Annex 5). The WeBalkans.eu portal displays 
six programmes (one programme is neither on 
the list from the Annex 5 nor the Beneficiary 
Report) and IPA.  

The Development Cooperation Office, within the 
Prime Minister’s Office, highlights the signing of 
a framework agreement with the European 
Union, which gives XKX the right to participate in 
17 EU funding programmes. As of now, Kosovo is 
actively engaged in nine of these EU 
programmes, either fully or within specific 
strands. These programmes have also been listed 

 

3 eu-programi-brosura-2021-2027-bos-08-05-2023_1685627080.pdf (dei.gov.ba), accessed in October 2024 

https://www.dei.gov.ba/uploads/documents/eu-programi-brosura-2021-2027-bos-08-05-2023_1685627080.pdf
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in the Official Gazette. The Office of the Prime Minister shows information on EU funding 
programmes at their official website4. The seven EU programmes listed at the website 
coincide with the EU programmes stated in the Beneficiary’s Report. Information on the 
other two programmes (Digital Europe and Justice) can be found in the official pubications5 
6. The website contains a short description of the programmes and a link to the regulations 
or the framework signed by the economy with the EU. However, for an applicant looking for 
the guidance of how to access EU funding, the information would be insufficient. 

Each of these programmes is overseen by a designated institution, which appoints an officer 
or a team to serve as the National Contact Point (NCP). The NCPs are responsible for 
informing potential applicants about open calls, providing relevant information, and offering 
training. 

Given that most of these programmes were signed in recent years, the Development 
Cooperation Office has provided international expert assistance to train both NCPs and 
potential applicants. 

Recommendation: to enrich the EU funding programmes information on the official website 

by developing a brochure, based on BIH example. 

2.2.4. Montenegro 

According to the Annex 5, MNE has access to eleven 
EU funding programmes. The Beneficiary Report 
names just two EU funding programmes and IPARD 
III.  

The WeBalkans.eu portal displays the same eleven 
programmes and IPA. The Government of MNE 
refers to the EU funds at their official website7; 
however, the information is generalized, referring 
only to IPA and WBIF. The official website of the 
Ministry of European Affairs in MNE lists ten Union 
programmes8. Relevant information on IPA is also 
covered on this website.  

Recommendation: to enrich the EU funding 

programmes information on the official website by developing a brochure, based on BIH 

example. 

 

4 EU – Programmes – Integrimi Evropian (rks-gov.net), accessed in September 2025 
5 LIGJI NR. 08/L-281 PËR RATIFIKIMIN E MARRËVESHJES NDËRKOMBËTARE PËR PJESËMARRJEN E KOSOVËS NË PROGRAMIN E BASHKIMIT 
EVROPIAN “EVROPA DIGJITALE PËR PERIUDHËN 2021-2027” NDËRMJET REPUBLIKËS SË KOSOVËS DHE BASHKIMIT EVROPIAN, accessed in 
October 2024 
6 LIGJI NR. 08/L-292 PËR RATIFIKIMIN E MARRËVESHJES NDËRMJET REPUBLIKËS SË KOSOVËS DHE BASHKIMIT EVROPIAN PËR 
PJESËMARRJEN E KOSOVËS NË PROGRAMIN E BASHKIMIT EVROPIAN “DREJTËSIA”, accessed in October 2024 
7 EU funds (www.gov.me), accessed in September 2025 
8 Programi Unije | EUME, accessed in September 2025 

https://integrimievropian.rks-gov.net/en/cooperation-for-development/eu-programmes/
https://gzk.rks-gov.net/ActDetail.aspx?ActID=92181
https://gzk.rks-gov.net/ActDetail.aspx?ActID=92181
https://gzk.rks-gov.net/ActDetail.aspx?ActID=92135
https://gzk.rks-gov.net/ActDetail.aspx?ActID=92135
https://www.gov.me/en/article/eu-funds
https://www.eu.me/i-komponenta-podrska-tranziciji-i-jacanje-institucija-2/
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2.2.5. North Macedonia 

According to the Annex 5, MKD has access to 
eleven EU funding programmes. The Beneficiary 
Report names just Horizon Europe and IPARD III. 
The WeBalkans.eu portal displays the same eleven 
programmes and IPA. The Secretariat for European 
Affairs refers to the Union programmes at their 
official website9. However, the information seems 
to be outdated: ten EU programmes for the period 
2008-2013 are mentioned on the website. The EU 
funding programmes available in the economy in 
the current period of 2021-2027 are not found on 
the local official website. Digital Europe is not 
mentioned as an available programme although 
MKD has joined it.  

Checking official public resources with information 
on EU funding programmes in the economy led to a 
map10 with EU projects, implemented in MKD, per region and per sectors. The website 
visualizes the focus of sectors or policy areas prioritized in this or that region. This website 
provides information on the amounts and quantity of EU projects realized; however, no 
reference to the availability of EU programmes, their purposes, and how to access them. 

Recommendation: to update the current websites and to enrich the EU funding programmes 

information on the official website by developing a brochure, based on BIH example. 

2.2.6. Serbia 

According to the Annex 5, SRB has access to eleven EU funding programmes. The Beneficiary 
Report names just eight from the list, but additionally two programmes - EUREKA and 
European Cooperation in Science and Technology (COST) - and IPARD III. The WeBalkans.eu 
portal displays the same eleven programmes and IPARD III. The search for information on EU 
funding programmes available in SRB leads to two official websites:  

The Ministry of European Integration website11: lists nine EU funding programmes available 
in SRB, explains the way the programmes are made available and how to find the tenders for 
applying under the programmes, provides the links to specific EU programme webpages at 

 

9 Union Programmes | Secretariat for European Affairs (sep.gov.mk), accessed in October 2024 
10 EU Projects - EU for you, accessed in September 2025 
11 MEI - Union Programmes, accessed in August 2024 

https://www.sep.gov.mk/en/category/?id=22
https://euprojects.mk/maps/map
https://www.mei.gov.rs/eng/funds/eu-funds/union-programmes/
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the EC website. The information might need to be updated as programmes of 2020 are listed 
and some programmes available in SRB are missing.  

The web platform12 created in cooperation with 
the Government of the Republic of Serbia and 
the Delegation of the European Union, providing 
all available EU-funded tenders and grants at a 
glance as well as all information on EU projects 
in SRB. This web platform mentions thirteen EU 
funding programmes, providing the links to 
relevant Serbian sources, EC webpages, relevant 
news and tenders. Some links at the platform 
(e.g. an overview presentation) do not function. 
Some programmes mentioned are not covered 
by other sources reviewed and mentioned 
above. 

Recommendation: to enrich the EU funding 

programmes information on the official website 

by developing a brochure, based on BIH example. 

2.2.7. General observations and recommendations: 

• Inconsistency between different public sources (namely: the reviewed Annex 5, 

Beneficiaries’ Reports, WeBalkans.eu portal, and local official websites) – 

throughout all economies (comprehensiveness, updates).  

• The level of information in the economies differs. The good practice examples in 

the region are BIH and SRB, whereas it is easy to find information on the available 

EU funding programmes as well as how to access the funding (easy to understand, 

programme contacts provided). The granularity of information depends also on the 

language chosen at the website: in local language more information is available 

(hence, current overview from English language perspective might have some 

limitations). 

• Except for BIH and SRB, insufficient information and from a possible applicant point 

of view the information is not user-friendly, no clear answer on how to apply for 

financing can be easily obtained (easy to understand, programme contacts, 

comprehensiveness).  

• A practical solution for keeping the data updated is to add useful links, which would 

lead applicants to relevant EC webpages (this is already implemented at some 

official websites and at the WeBalkans.eu website).  

 

12 EU Za tebe, accessed in August 2025 

https://www.euzatebe.rs/en/eu-programs
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• The common approach is developed by all economies in respect of mentioning IPA 

and WBIF separately and additionally to the EU funding programmes.  

• The role of the EU in the region is mentioned at local websites occasionally (public 

visibility).  

• The following applicant-useful links can be added to the websites:  

o Calls for funding by topic: Find calls for funding - by topic (europa.eu) 

o EU funding for climate action: EU funding for climate action - European 

Commission (europa.eu) 

o EU funding for beginners: creating the common language Before you apply: 

EU funding for beginners - European Commission (europa.eu) 

o Funding, tenders: Funding, Tenders - EU as the largest donor European 

Commission (europa.eu) 

o Useful links from the guide “Find Your EU Funding Programme for the 

Environment” published by the EC in 2022 for the programs active in 2021-

2027. See Annex 2 & 3 with an overview. 

o Links to financial organizations – WBIF partners – active in the region, to 

the local contact websites of the World Bank Group / IFC, EIF, EBRD, EIB, 

AFD, KfW, CEB. Given the role and expertise of the WBIF partners, as 

multilateral development banks, in financing environmental projects, it is 

recommendable to reach out to them for consultation on possible financing. 

o Enhance the information on the EU funding programmes through indicating 

National Contact Point (NCP) per programme (like this info is included in 

the BIH brochure). 

The above analysis is visualized according to the following criteria of presenting the 
information at the official public websites (local official websites of public authorities): up to 
date (Y/N); detailed information on projects financed (Y/N); contact details or responsible 
institution per programme (Y/N); easy to understand how to apply and where to find more 
information (Y/N); public visibility or an overview of all Union programmes, available in the 
economy (Y/N); comprehensiveness of the coverage by the displayed information at the 
websites (Y/N): 

Table 2: Analysis of EU funding programmes representation in WB6

 
Source: own compilation. 

https://commission.europa.eu/funding-tenders/find-funding/find-calls-funding-topic_en
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/eu-action/eu-funding-climate-action_en
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/eu-action/eu-funding-climate-action_en
https://commission.europa.eu/funding-tenders/how-apply/you-apply-eu-funding-beginners_en
https://commission.europa.eu/funding-tenders/how-apply/you-apply-eu-funding-beginners_en
https://commission.europa.eu/funding-tenders_en
https://commission.europa.eu/funding-tenders_en
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2.3. EU funding programmes under MFF 

Currently the EU is in the elaboration and approval process of the multiannual financial 
framework for 2028-2034.  

The mapping of EU funding programmes, currently in implementation under the 2021-2027 
MFF, according to the purpose and availability in the WB6 is provided in Annex 5 to this 
report. The programmes relevant for environment projects are marked green.  

2.4. Programmes for financing environmental needs 

During the Green Finance interventions at EU4Green workshops, programmes relevant for 
environment projects financing are emphasized and shared. This raises awareness among 
experts dealing with environmental measures on the EU support for accelerating the GAWB 
as well as informs them about possibilities to close the financial gap. The guide “Find Your 
EU Funding Programme for the Environment”13 published by the EC in 2022 for 
programmes active in 2021-2027, provides a comprehensive description of the following 
programmes, which can be joined by the WB6 (see previous chapters 2.2. and 2.3.): Horizon 
Europe, LIFE, European Social Fund Plus (ESF+, the strand Employment and Social Innovation 
for WB6). The relevant excerpts with the detailed description are included in Annex 4. We 
assume that the CPM is not included in the guide, as it serves for expert and in kind 
emergency support, not eligible for direct financing. All programmes are available for 
different following types of applicants: businesses, public authorities, NGOs/CSOs, research 
institutions. 

The EU funding programmes for environment, available in the WB6, can be mapped per the 
EU policies, alignment with which is required for EU accession: 

Table 3: EU funding programmes for environment in WB6 with policy reference 

 

13 Find your EU funding programme for the environment - Publications Office of the EU, accessed in August 2024 

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/33b54f0d-0251-11ed-acce-01aa75ed71a1
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Source: UBA compilation based on the ETC EC report: ETC CE Report 2024/8 Investment needs and gaps for the 
sustainability transition in Europe: Rethinking the European Green Deal as an EU industrial strategy — Eionet Portal. 

• It is recommendable to use this guide and add similar detailed programme 

descriptions to the information materials for applicants in WB6, as BIH has done 

in their brochure14. Also the mapping of funding programmes and policies is of 

use for possible applicants. 

2.5. Additional EU funding  

Whereas the applicants under the EU funding programmes range from NGOs and SMEs to 
academia and state entities, the largest part of funding from the EU as the key donor for the 
region is planned strategically at the state and the EU levels. The largest part of EU financing 
to the Western Balkans is routed through the following financing platforms and 
instruments:  

• IPA: Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance IPA (I, II, III) aimed at supporting  

o economic convergence with the EU 

o competitiveness and inclusive growth 

o sustainable connectivity 

 

14 eu-programi-brosura-2021-2027-bos-08-05-2023_1685627080.pdf (dei.gov.ba), accessed in August 2024 

https://www.eionet.europa.eu/etcs/etc-ce/products/etc-ce-report-2024-8-investment-needs-and-gaps-for-the-sustainability-transition-in-europe-rethinking-the-european-green-deal-as-an-eu-industrial-strategy#:~:text=The%20report%20presents%20a%20systematic%20overview%20of%20estimated,gaps%20with%20respect%20to%20the%20present%20investment%20trends.
https://www.eionet.europa.eu/etcs/etc-ce/products/etc-ce-report-2024-8-investment-needs-and-gaps-for-the-sustainability-transition-in-europe-rethinking-the-european-green-deal-as-an-eu-industrial-strategy#:~:text=The%20report%20presents%20a%20systematic%20overview%20of%20estimated,gaps%20with%20respect%20to%20the%20present%20investment%20trends.
https://www.dei.gov.ba/uploads/documents/eu-programi-brosura-2021-2027-bos-08-05-2023_1685627080.pdf
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o twin green and digital transition 

• WBIF: Western Balkans Investment Framework is the main vehicle for routing EU 

financing to bring the WB6 closer to the EU accession and to ensure the 

implementation of the Economic and Investment Plan for the Western Balkans.  

o WBIF serves for allocating the following EU Funding:  

▪ IPA (IPA III will also promote, when relevant, beneficiaries’ 

participation in Agencies, Facilities and Union Programmes, such as, 

but not limited to, Erasmus+, Horizon Europe, InvestEU Fund, Creative 

Europe15.)  

▪ Western Balkans Guarantee Facility 

▪ COVID-19 support package 

▪ Growth Plan for the Western Balkans 

o WBIF instruments: 

▪ WB EDIF: Western Balkans Enterprise Development and Innovation 

Facility, aimed at improving access to finance for small and medium-

sized enterprises in the WB6. Technical assistance is available. 

▪ REEP: Regional Energy Efficiency Programme, promoting renewable 

energy and energy efficiency 

▪ EFSE: European Fund for Southeast Europe, aimed at supporting small 

and medium-sized enterprises alongside improving living conditions 

for private households 

▪ GGF: Green for Growth Fund, mitigating climate change and 

promoting sustainable economic growth, primarily by investing in 

measures that reduce energy consumption, resource use and CO2 

emissions. Technical assistance is available. 

▪ EFSD+: Through the European Fund for Sustainable Development Plus 

24 new guarantee programmes are made available to support 

investments in the EU neighbourhood and enlargement countries. 

Partially the guarantee cover will be directed to support of the 

achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the 

Economic and Investment Plan. Guarantees can cover different 

financing instruments (loans, equity investments, green bonds, etc.). 

IFIs act as implementing partners for guarantees, financial 

instruments, most of grants and technical assistance. 

• Reform and Growth Facility: the economies can benefit from financing, allocated 

according to the beneficiaries’ Reform Agendas. The Reform Agendas cover key 

reforms in five policy areas: governance, public administration reform and public 

financial management; green and digital transition; private-sector development and 

business environment; human capital development; and fundamentals / rule of law. 

 

15 Source: IPA III programming framework (europa.eu) p.8, accessed in August 2024 

https://neighbourhood-enlargement.ec.europa.eu/document/download/31bfefb3-5839-4f39-81bc-d667b833a2a1_en?filename=C_2021_8914_COMMISSION_IMPLEMENTING_DECISION_EN.pdf
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The Reform Agendas provide for disbursement of support against compliance with 

the preconditions and delivery on reforms. 

2.6. Reporting utilization of the EU funding programmes in the 
Western Balkans 

The investments into the Western Balkans region can be tracked per economy and per EU 
funding programme. The public resources available are as follows: 

1. The comprehensive information on EU Funded projects by country is available at the 

EU Funding & Tenders Portal: EU Funded projects | EU Funding & Tenders Portal 

(europa.eu) 

2. Explanations on where to find EU Funded projects information: Results by project - 

European Commission (europa.eu) 

3. Additional resources from the EU programme websites: 

No Name Link to project database 

1 Erasmus+ Projects lists for download - Erasmus+ (europa.eu) (download 
excel and analyze per country) 

2 Horizon Europe CINEA Project Portfolio - Overview | Arbeitsblatt - Qlik Sense 
(europa.eu) 

3 Creative Europe Projects lists - Culture and Creativity (europa.eu) 

4 Customs For further information, please contact the national programme 
coordinator located in each Member State’s national customs 
administration.  

DG TAXUD contact person: TAXUD-CUSTOMS-
PROGRAMME@ec.europa.eu  

5 LIFE, Programme for the 
Environment and 
Climate Action 

LIFE 3.0 - LIFE Project Public Page (europa.eu) (advanced projects 
search allows to find information per country) 

6 EU Anti-fraud 
programme 

Contact at EC :  
OLAF-FMB-HERCULE@ec.europa.eu  

4. Dashboard with the projects of the following programmes, covering the information 

on total EU financing and providing a possibility to check per country: CINEA Project 

Portfolio - Overview | Arbeitsblatt - Qlik Sense (europa.eu) 

✓ LIFE 

✓ Horizon 

✓ Innovation Fund  

✓ Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) 

✓ European Maritime, Fisheries and Aquaculture Fund Maritime (EMFF & EMFAF) 

5. The WBIF maintains a detailed investment database: Investments (wbif.eu). 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/projects-results;programCode=ESF?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=title&isExactMatch=true
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/projects-results;programCode=ESF?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=title&isExactMatch=true
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/eu-budget/performance-and-reporting/results-project_en
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/eu-budget/performance-and-reporting/results-project_en
https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/projects/projects-lists
https://dashboard.tech.ec.europa.eu/qs_digit_dashboard_mt/public/sense/app/3744499f-670f-42f8-9ef3-0d98f6cd586f/sheet/d2820200-d4d9-4a26-b23b-58e323c803c2/state/analysis
https://dashboard.tech.ec.europa.eu/qs_digit_dashboard_mt/public/sense/app/3744499f-670f-42f8-9ef3-0d98f6cd586f/sheet/d2820200-d4d9-4a26-b23b-58e323c803c2/state/analysis
https://culture.ec.europa.eu/creative-europe/projects/projects-lists
mailto:TAXUD-CUSTOMS-PROGRAMME@ec.europa.eu
mailto:TAXUD-CUSTOMS-PROGRAMME@ec.europa.eu
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/search
mailto:OLAF-FMB-HERCULE@ec.europa.eu
https://dashboard.tech.ec.europa.eu/qs_digit_dashboard_mt/public/sense/app/3744499f-670f-42f8-9ef3-0d98f6cd586f/sheet/d2820200-d4d9-4a26-b23b-58e323c803c2/state/analysis
https://dashboard.tech.ec.europa.eu/qs_digit_dashboard_mt/public/sense/app/3744499f-670f-42f8-9ef3-0d98f6cd586f/sheet/d2820200-d4d9-4a26-b23b-58e323c803c2/state/analysis
https://wbif.eu/wbif-projects
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2.7. Financing possibilities per some environment topics (after 
green finance interventions in the Outcome 1 workshops) 

The following useful sources per environmental topics have been identified and shared at 
respective Outcome 1 workshops or EU4Green Green Finance webinars:  

2.7.1. WATER: 

• Finance and investment for water | OECD 
• Watered down? Investigating the financial materiality of water-related risks in the 

financial system | OECD 
• Assessing the enabling conditions for investment in water security | OECD 
• Financing a Water Secure Future | OECD 
• Water investment planning and financing | OECD 
• Cost recovery for water services under the Water Framework Directive | OECD 
• The implementation of the Polluter Pays principle in the context of the Water 

Framework Directive | OECD 
• National Public Development Banks (PDBs): Key Actors Financing Water and 

Sanitation | AFD - Agence Française de Développement 
• USAID Water and Development Technical Series, Technical Brief 9. (2021). “Financing 

Water and Sanitation Services”. USAID_ FINANCING WATER AND SANITATION 
SERVICES_Technical Brief_9 (globalwaters.org)  

• The World Bank Group. (2023). Scaling Up Finance for Water: a World Bank Strategic 
Framework and Roadmap for Action. Scaling Up Finance for Water: A World Bank 
Strategic Framework and Roadmap for Action 

•  OECD. (2022). The challenge of Financing Water-Related Investments. 2. The 
Challenge of Financing Water-related Investments | Financing a Water Secure Future 
| OECD iLibrary (oecd-ilibrary.org) 

• Alearts (2019). "Financing for Water—Water for Financing: A Global Review of Policy 
and Practice“ 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/330907078_Financing_for_Water-
Water_for_Financing_A_Global_Review_of_Policy_and_Practice 

• IAWD and World Bank Capacity Development Pragramme: VoD - Access to Financing 
(iawd.at) 

2.7.2. BIODIVERSITY: 

• Finance and investment for biodiversity | OECD 
• Assessing biodiversity-related financial risks | OECD 
• A supervisory framework for assessing nature-related financial risks : Identifying and 

navigating biodiversity risks | OECD Business and Finance Policy Papers | OECD 
iLibrary (oecd-ilibrary.org) 

• Biodiversity and the core business of financial companies (Green Finance Alliance 
Austria): Publications 

2.7.3. CIRCUAR ECONOMY: 

https://www.oecd.org/en/topics/finance-and-investment-for-water.html
https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/watered-down-investigating-the-financial-materiality-of-water-related-risks-in-the-financial-system_c0f4d47d-en.html
https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/watered-down-investigating-the-financial-materiality-of-water-related-risks-in-the-financial-system_c0f4d47d-en.html
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https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/fr/finance-and-investment/a-supervisory-framework-for-assessing-nature-related-financial-risks_a8e4991f-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/fr/finance-and-investment/a-supervisory-framework-for-assessing-nature-related-financial-risks_a8e4991f-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/fr/finance-and-investment/a-supervisory-framework-for-assessing-nature-related-financial-risks_a8e4991f-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/fr/finance-and-investment/a-supervisory-framework-for-assessing-nature-related-financial-risks_a8e4991f-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/fr/finance-and-investment/a-supervisory-framework-for-assessing-nature-related-financial-risks_a8e4991f-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/fr/finance-and-investment/a-supervisory-framework-for-assessing-nature-related-financial-risks_a8e4991f-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/fr/finance-and-investment/a-supervisory-framework-for-assessing-nature-related-financial-risks_a8e4991f-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/fr/finance-and-investment/a-supervisory-framework-for-assessing-nature-related-financial-risks_a8e4991f-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/fr/finance-and-investment/a-supervisory-framework-for-assessing-nature-related-financial-risks_a8e4991f-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/fr/finance-and-investment/a-supervisory-framework-for-assessing-nature-related-financial-risks_a8e4991f-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/fr/finance-and-investment/a-supervisory-framework-for-assessing-nature-related-financial-risks_a8e4991f-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/fr/finance-and-investment/a-supervisory-framework-for-assessing-nature-related-financial-risks_a8e4991f-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/fr/finance-and-investment/a-supervisory-framework-for-assessing-nature-related-financial-risks_a8e4991f-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/fr/finance-and-investment/a-supervisory-framework-for-assessing-nature-related-financial-risks_a8e4991f-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/fr/finance-and-investment/a-supervisory-framework-for-assessing-nature-related-financial-risks_a8e4991f-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/fr/finance-and-investment/a-supervisory-framework-for-assessing-nature-related-financial-risks_a8e4991f-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/fr/finance-and-investment/a-supervisory-framework-for-assessing-nature-related-financial-risks_a8e4991f-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/fr/finance-and-investment/a-supervisory-framework-for-assessing-nature-related-financial-risks_a8e4991f-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/fr/finance-and-investment/a-supervisory-framework-for-assessing-nature-related-financial-risks_a8e4991f-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/fr/finance-and-investment/a-supervisory-framework-for-assessing-nature-related-financial-risks_a8e4991f-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/fr/finance-and-investment/a-supervisory-framework-for-assessing-nature-related-financial-risks_a8e4991f-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/fr/finance-and-investment/a-supervisory-framework-for-assessing-nature-related-financial-risks_a8e4991f-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/fr/finance-and-investment/a-supervisory-framework-for-assessing-nature-related-financial-risks_a8e4991f-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/fr/finance-and-investment/a-supervisory-framework-for-assessing-nature-related-financial-risks_a8e4991f-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/fr/finance-and-investment/a-supervisory-framework-for-assessing-nature-related-financial-risks_a8e4991f-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/fr/finance-and-investment/a-supervisory-framework-for-assessing-nature-related-financial-risks_a8e4991f-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/fr/finance-and-investment/a-supervisory-framework-for-assessing-nature-related-financial-risks_a8e4991f-en
https://www.umweltbundesamt.at/en/green-finance-alliance/publications
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• EIB Circular Economy Guide: The EIB circular economy guide 
• IFC Harmonized Circular Economy Guidelines: Harmonized Circular Economy Finance 

Guidelines 
• ABN Amro, ING, Rabobank, EBRD: Circular Economy Finance Guidelines 
• Circular STEP. Accelerating the Transition Towards a Circular Economy in the UNECE 

Region: Mobilizing Financing. CIRCULAR-STEP Mobilizing Financing- 4.28.2023_0.pdf 

2.7.4. AIR QUALITY: 

• The European Investment Bank Advisory Hub & AMAT. (2018). Financing Air Quality 
Plans. 
https://ec.europa.eu/futurium/en/system/files/ged/190325_financing_air_quality_pl
ans.pdf  

2.7.5. DEPOLLUTION SOIL: 

• Green Finance Approaches to Soil Remediation: International examples | 
International Institute for Sustainable Development 

• Financing remediation of contaminated sites 

 

  

https://www.eib.org/en/publications/20230140-the-eib-circular-economy-guide
https://www.ifc.org/en/insights-reports/2025/harmonized-circular-economy-finance-guidelines
https://www.ifc.org/en/insights-reports/2025/harmonized-circular-economy-finance-guidelines
https://circulareconomy.europa.eu/platform/sites/default/files/ce_finance_guidelines.pdf
https://circulareconomy.europa.eu/platform/sites/default/files/ce_finance_guidelines.pdf
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2023-04/CIRCULAR-STEP%20Mobilizing%20Financing-%204.28.2023_0.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/futurium/en/system/files/ged/190325_financing_air_quality_plans.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/futurium/en/system/files/ged/190325_financing_air_quality_plans.pdf
https://www.iisd.org/publications/report/green-finance-approaches-soil-remediation-international-examples
https://www.iisd.org/publications/report/green-finance-approaches-soil-remediation-international-examples
https://www.bafu.admin.ch/bafu/en/home/topics/contaminated-sites/financing-remediation-of-contaminated-sites.html
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3. ANNEXES 

Annex 1: Sources of information for Table 1 

The following sources of information were utilized: 

(1) Commission Implementing Decision C (2024) 1351 of 28.02.2024 – on the financing of 

the multi-country annual action plan in favour of the Western Balkans and Türkiye for 

2024. Annex 5 – Support for the participation of the Western Balkans in Union 

programmes – entry tickets 202316 [hereinafter: “Annex 5”]. 

a. This document summarizes 13 EU funding programmes, which are offered for 

being made available to the WB6, the progress of joining the programmes and 

IPA funding availability for payment of entry tickets. 

b. The EU funding programmes mentioned in this document are given in the column 

1 per each economy. 

(2) Annual beneficiary report for 2024 published at the European Neighbourhood Policy and 

Enlargement Negotiations (DG NEAR) website17 [hereinafter: “Beneficiary Report”] 

a. The reports have a chapter on relations between the EU and the economy, 

covering the information about the EU funding programmes available and utilized 

by the economy. 

b. Some reports do not list programmes (MNE, MKD). 

c. The EU funding programmes mentioned in these reports are given in the column 

2 per each economy. 

(3) The WeBalkans.eu portal which is a part of the EU Regional Communication Programme 

for the Western Balkans and raises awareness on the cooperation between the EU and 

the Western Balkans, including funding opportunities and related information18.  

a. The portal contains information on some of the main EU initiatives and funding 

programmes in the Western Balkans, with the eligible economies listed. 

b. The EU funding programmes mentioned on this portal are given in the column 3 

per each economy. 

(4) Local official websites with the information on EU funding programmes (links per 

economy are referred to below). 

a. The EU funding programmes mentioned in the local websites are given in the 

column 4 for those economies, which display this information.  

b. In case of SRB there are two websites; thus, an additional column 5 is introduced. 

 

16 26045f15-9ef0-41d7-9cbb-e66cee727e1a_en (europa.eu), accessed in August 2024 
17 https://enlargement.ec.europa.eu/albania-report-2024_en , ALB Report 2024, accessed in July 2025 
https://neighbourhood-enlargement.ec.europa.eu/bosnia-and-herzegovina-report-2024_en , BIH Report 2024, accessed in July 2025 
Kosovo Report 2024 - European Commission , , XKX Report 2024, accessed in July 2025 
https://neighbourhood-enlargement.ec.europa.eu/montenegro-report-2024_en , MNE Report 2024, accessed in July 2025 
https://neighbourhood-enlargement.ec.europa.eu/north-macedonia-report-2024_en , MKD Report 2024, accessed in July 2025 
https://neighbourhood-enlargement.ec.europa.eu/serbia-report-2024_en , SRB Report 2024, accessed in July 2025 
18 Funding programmes Western Balkans and other EU projects | WeBalkans, accessed in July 2025 

https://neighbourhood-enlargement.ec.europa.eu/document/download/26045f15-9ef0-41d7-9cbb-e66cee727e1a_en
https://enlargement.ec.europa.eu/albania-report-2024_en
https://neighbourhood-enlargement.ec.europa.eu/bosnia-and-herzegovina-report-2024_en
https://enlargement.ec.europa.eu/kosovo-report-2024_en
https://neighbourhood-enlargement.ec.europa.eu/montenegro-report-2024_en
https://neighbourhood-enlargement.ec.europa.eu/north-macedonia-report-2024_en
https://neighbourhood-enlargement.ec.europa.eu/serbia-report-2024_en
https://webalkans.eu/en/about/


 

 20 

 

 

 

Annex 2: Information portals 

A selection of general information portals, which can be of major assistance in finding 
appropriate entry points, knowledge, and advice. Source: EC publication Find Your EU 
Funding Programme for the Environment, 202219 

 

  

 

19 Find your EU funding programme for the environment - Publications Office of the EU (europa.eu), accessed in August 2024 

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/33b54f0d-0251-11ed-acce-01aa75ed71a1
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Annex 3: Technical assistance (TA) 
The most significant technical assistance initiatives, offering support and advisory services, 
aimed at enabling the applicants to create quality applications according to the EU 
requirements. Source: EC publication Find Your EU Funding Programme for the Environment, 
202220. Note that additional sources for TA can be found in the programmes’ description 
(see the following Annex 3). 
 

 
** for EU MSs only  

 

20 Find your EU funding programme for the environment - Publications Office of the EU (europa.eu), accessed in August 2024 

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/33b54f0d-0251-11ed-acce-01aa75ed71a1
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Annex 4: EU funding programmes for environment21 

 



 

 23 

 

 

 
 

 

21 Source: Find your EU funding programme for the environment - Publications Office of the EU (europa.eu), accessed in August 2024 

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/33b54f0d-0251-11ed-acce-01aa75ed71a1
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Annex 5. EU funding programmes 2021-2027  

Below is the mapping of EU funding programmes listed at the EC website, implemented 
through the 2021-2027 multiannual financial framework (MFF), divided by six headings and 
fifteen clusters22. The programmes in black font are available for the WB6; in italics – for 
observer status only. The programs in grey font will be made available after the accession to 
the EU. The programmes relevant for environment projects are marked green.  

 

Source: Picture created by Umweltbundesamt GmbH (Environment Agency Austria), based on EC website : 

https://commission.europa.eu/funding-tenders/find-funding/eu-funding-programmes_en , accessed in August 2024 

 

 

 

22 Source: https://commission.europa.eu/funding-tenders/find-funding/eu-funding-programmes_en, accessed in August 2024 

https://commission.europa.eu/funding-tenders/find-funding/eu-funding-programmes_en
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